The Online Environment: A Key Variable in the Ethical Response to Complementary and Alternative Medicine for Alzheimer's Disease.
Racine et al.'s Ethics Review highlights the challenges associated with the use of complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) in the context of early diagnosis of Alzheimer's disease (AD). As CAM are increasingly promoted and sold on the Internet, the unregulated online environment has the potential to significantly impact the health and well-being of the aging demographic, and in particular of individuals concerned about AD. In this response, the ethical challenges specific to the online environment are discussed and solutions are put forward to empower the aging population to maximize the benefits of the online environment while minimizing the potential harms of misinformation, conflict of interest, and other ethical concerns.